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ABSTRACT

This paper reveals the imbalance of Indonesia’s online media in reporting sexual violence. Content 
analysis showed a high number of violent events reported (119 news reports over three months), a 
tendency to favor authorities’ perspectives over victims/perpetrators, and motives oriented towards 
exploitation and warnings. Critical discourse analysis further unveiled subtle discursive strategies 
perpetuating systemic gender oppression: naturalized masculine presuppositions framing violence 
as deviations from a male norm; gendered nomination strategies depersonalizing women through 
roles like “girl”/”mother”; deflecting agency away from victims by prioritizing institutional voices; 
and intersectional marginalization compounding gender-based subjugations through intersections 
with class/ethnicity/geography. These findings significantly demonstrate continuing gender biases 
and patriarchal ideologies in sexual violence reporting across five major online media platforms in 
post-democratization Indonesia, despite their national reach and influence. The multi-modal analysis 
integrating content and discourse techniques provides empirical validation for feminist theoretical 
critiques while offering nuanced understandings to catalyze more equitable and victim-centered 
journalistic practices.
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INTRODUCTION

Incidents of sexual violence have been 
reported disproportionately by Indonesia’s 
online media in the new normal era (Schwark, 
2017). The imbalance of news coverage can 
be seen from two dimensions. First, the 
media tends to highlight the side of the victim 
with diction and exploitative sentences that 
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bring out the reader’s sexual imagination 
through depictions of pornographic systems 
(Van der Pas & Aaldering, 2020). Readers 
have their meanings for sexual violence 
events based on their reading through the 
media (Harmer & Lewis, 2022). Second, 
reporting on sexual violence carried out by 
online media prioritizes cases that occur as 
the main topic and does not consider the 
social context (Aroustamian, 2020; S. Yusuf 
et al., 2020). This phenomenon is formally 
juridical, not following the journalistic 
code of ethics, which requires the media to 
uphold the principles of accuracy, balance, 
and good faith in protecting the identity of 
victims of sexual violence (Fairbairn, 2020). 
Based on these facts, it can be understood 
that the phenomenon of media imbalance in 
presenting news about sexual violence will 
also shape public attitudes toward sexual 
violence events. 

Previous studies of the imbalance of 
reporting on the issue of sexual violence 
have tended to emphasize two things. First, 
studies look at the media in reporting cases 
using a single method, which includes 
content analysis, framing analysis, and 
critical discourse analysis (Powell & Henry, 
2014; Risdaneva, 2018; I. A. Yusuf, 2023). 
Mardorossian’s (2002) study focuses on 
how culturally radical feminist views see 
women as victims of violence. Women’s 
news is still represented as the object of 
discriminatory news. Women often report 
incidents of sexual violence as helpless and 
cornered victims. Second, several studies 
focus only on one particular case as the 
object of research (Novianty & Burhanudin, 

2020; Sahan & Witarti, 2021). It is also 
the case that the media has unilaterally 
committed victim blaming, which will 
either directly or indirectly harm the victim 
(Fairbairn, 2020). Based on the fact of the 
literature, which in its study is still limited 
to using a single approach, a study is needed 
that can see the events of sexual violence not 
only from the side of the news but also using 
a feminist approach in presenting news. 

Within this context, analysis of online 
news media in the Indonesian setting is 
particularly compelling. Despite being 
the world’s fourth most populous nation, 
public discussions around sexuality and 
gender-based violence remain stigmatized 
and understudied topics within this 
predominantly Muslim, socially conservative 
society. At the same time, the internet has 
catalyzed the rise of citizen journalism and 
alternative media, challenging the state-
regulated mainstream press and opening 
counter-discursive spaces beyond elite 
ideological control (Lim, 2017). This study, 
therefore, represents a timely intervention 
unveiling how discursive constructions 
across Indonesia’s mainstream online 
news platforms may covertly shore up and 
normalize - or conversely resist - dominant 
gender ideologies and power structures 
surrounding sexual violence reporting.

This research aims to complement 
previous studies that tend to see the reporting 
of sexual violence in the media based on 
monodisciplinary and with little attention 
to aspects of media partiality that tend to 
harm the victim. The alignments intended 
in this study are related to the intensity of 
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the news, the point of view of the subject of 
the news, and the motives behind the news. 
Meanwhile, sexual violence is understood 
as an act or attack committed on a person’s 
physical or psychological mental integrity. 
This sexual violence usually occurs due 
to biased gender assumptions and societal 
inequality of power (Guarnieri & Tur-
Prats, 2023; Rennison, 2014). Incidents 
regarding sexual violence in society have 
been openly informed to the public through 
the media (Gjika & Marganski, 2020). 
Unfortunately, not all media convey the 
event objective based on the principle of 
balance in accordance with the journalistic 
code of ethics. This study is built on the 
argument that media balance in reporting 
sexual violence cases is essential in the 
context of upholding human rights by the 
1945 Law. In line with this, the role of the 
media becomes important in protecting 
the public from discriminatory treatment 
and upholding justice. Therefore, sexual 
violence is part of a gross violation of human 
rights because it has deprived victims of 
their rights as dignified citizens.

LITERATURE REVIEW

Sexual Violence in Media

Studies on media and sexual violence have 
been conducted by several researchers 
from different points of view (Abd. Rasyid, 
2022; Baker et al., 2020; Morrison et al., 
2021; Widiyaningrum & Wahid, 2021). 
Abd. Rasyid (2022) stated that rape is the 
dominant theme revealed by the media in 
North Maluku, indicating how certain forms 
of violence are foregrounded over others. 

Meanwhile, Morrison et al. (2021) revealed 
that the media in Canada tends to dehumanize 
and stigmatize in framing the experiences 
of sexual violence against LGBTQ victims, 
reflecting a positioning that undermines and 
marginalizes this group. 

In recent years, an influential body 
of work has examined such discursive 
constructions through critical lenses, such 
as feminist critical discourse analysis 
(Lazar, 2005, 2007). Studies have examined 
linguistic patterns depicting agency/patiency 
roles (Ehrlich, 2001) and representations 
of genders/identities (Risdaneva, 2018). 
This feminist theorizing on discursive 
power and mediated representations has 
inspired contextual examinations across 
varied sociocultural settings (Hutami & 
Sjafirah, 2019). This multidisciplinary 
scholarship reaffirms the urgency of 
sustained feminist critique in unveiling 
subtle yet insidious discursive encodings 
of patriarchal oppression across evolving 
media landscapes. 

On the other hand, Loney-Howes et 
al. (2021) assert that digital media is a 
channel to spread and perpetuate incidents 
of sexual violence in India. Furthermore, 
Widiyaningrum and Wahid (2021) looked 
at how the media reveals sexual violence 
from the point of view of discourse analysis. 
Thus, it can be understood that the position 
of the media is not only a channel for 
disseminating the phenomenon of sexual 
violence but also a tool in the process of 
stigmatization and dehumanization of 
victims of violence based on the media’s 
point of view.
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Media Construction in Gender 
Reporting 

Askanius and Hartley (2019) found that 
there were four different news frames 
in the reporting of the #metoo sexual 
assault movement in Denmark and Sweden, 
constituting diverse subject positions. In 
addition, differences in construction in the 
reporting of gender-based violence also 
occur in the world of sports (Marín-Montín 
& Bianchi, 2022). The study found that 
gender violence against female referees 
was the most common type of aggression, 
pointing to how certain narratives are 
privileged over others. Furthermore, gender 
reporting in the political world was revealed 
by Van der Pas and Aaldering (2020) in their 
study of 2,500 politicians. 

The study explains that  female 
politicians’ representation centered more 
on their appearance, personal lives, negative 
behaviors, traits, and stereotypes - a 
positioning that trivializes their professional 
competency (Rohrbach et al., 2023). The 
media’s significant role in raising women’s 
issues and gender equality in Nigeria is 
that it pays attention to women’s issues 
and gender equality. However, the intensity 
of reporting on these two issues will be 
more helpful if done regularly (Omonua 
et al., 2023). These studies provide an 
understanding that women and gender 
issues, on the one hand, are attractive themes 
for the media. On the other hand, the media 
has the authority to construct news that 
follows the goals achieved by positioning 
social actors and framing issues through 
particular ideological viewpoints.

Gender Representations in Media

It has been a subject of extensive research, 
particularly in relation to the portrayal 
of sexual violence and the construction 
of gender narratives. Many studies have 
highlighted the prevalence of traditional 
gender stereotypes and the objectification 
of women in media content (Furnham & 
Paltzer, 2010). The media’s perpetuation 
of hegemonic masculinity norms, which 
often link masculinity with aggression 
and dominance, has also been criticized 
for reinforcing attitudes that contribute to 
violence against women (Alexander, 2003; 
Rubio-Hernández, 2010).

Researchers have analyzed how 
media representations of gender roles and 
power dynamics can influence societal 
perceptions and attitudes toward sexual 
violence (Cuklanz & Moorti, 2006). For 
instance, victim-blaming narratives and the 
sexualization of victims in media coverage 
have been found to reinforce myths and 
misconceptions about sexual violence 
(Elmore et al., 2021). Conversely, media 
that challenges traditional gender norms 
and provides more balanced representations 
of both genders has been associated with 
greater awareness and empathy towards 
victims of sexual violence (Stankiewicz & 
Rosselli, 2008).

Furthermore, studies have explored the 
intersections of gender representations with 
other social categories, such as race, class, 
and sexuality, and how these intersecting 
identities shape media narratives and public 
perceptions (Byerly & Ross, 2006). Overall, 
the literature highlights the influential role 
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of media in constructing and reinforcing 
gender ideologies, underscoring the need for 
more nuanced and inclusive representations 
that challenge harmful stereotypes and 
promote gender equality (R. L. Collins, 
2011).

Critical Discourse Analysis

Through various subtle linguistic strategies, 
the CDA revealed deep-seated operations of 
phallocentric ideology across the different 
online media sources, illuminating how 
language functions as a “medium of 
domination and social force” (Wodak, 
1997, p. 5). These discursive mechanisms 
exemplify what feminist scholars identify as 
the “unmarked normativity” of masculinity 
that naturalizes male perspectives as the 
neutral, universal standpoint (Lazar, 2007). 
Presuppositions and naturalized beliefs, 
such as:

• A man with the initials S (29) 
in Cengkareng, West Jakarta, 
was arrested by the police. S was 
arrested on suspicion of rape of his 
10-year-old nephew (Noviansah, 
2022, para. 1).

• … F was kidnapped and raped until 
she became pregnant by a man 
with the initials W (41) (Azhari & 
Carina, 2020, para. 8).

Such statements reinforce the “gender 
symbolic order” (Gal, 1991, p. 176) by 
presupposing a masculine default and 
framing violence against women as an 
aberration from this implied male norm, 
echoing a “patriarchal universe of discourse” 
(Lazar, 2005, p. 6).

Meanwhile, gendered nominations/
representations are as follows:

• A high school student in Buru 
Regency, Maluku, was raped by 
two of her friends who were also 
high school students (Aco, 2020, 
para. 1).

• … TT explained that at around 
05.30 WITA, Tuesday (27/11/2020), 
the husband returned home drunk. 
When he arrived home, he was 
sleeping. Suddenly, she was beaten 
for no reason by her husband (Ninu, 
2020, para. 6–7).

• “… the Counselling Guidance (BK) 
teacher had the heart to abuse his 
own student with the initials S..” 
(Puji, 2020, para. 2).

This overwrought gender-indexing 
enacts and references feminine roles like 
“girl” and “mother” to depersonalize and 
define women through patriarchal lenses.

As for perspectives and agency 
inscriptions:

• Sexual violence at universities is 
related to the power relationship 
between female students and thesis 
or research supervisors (Farisa & 
Meiliana, 2020, para. 19).

• Police investigated a woman who 
was raped by 10 men (Perempuan 
diperkosa 10 pria, 2020, para. 1).

• The Deputy Chief  of  Police 
explained that sexual harassment 
occurred (Putra, 2020, para. 3).

By prioritizing institutional male voices 
while backgrounding victims’ perspectives, 
such examples demonstrate how news 
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discourse is “imbued with masculine 
institutional power” (Lazar, 2005, p. 1), 
reinforcing hegemonic masculine authority.

Intersectional marginalization can be 
found at:

• This informal job makes them 
vu lnerab le  to  v io lence  and 
discrimination, ranging from low 
wages to sexual violence (Ritonga, 
2020, para. 3).

• A 14-year-old child in Bima City, 
West Nusa Tenggara (NTB), was 
raped (Nickyrawi, 2020, para. 1).

Compounding subjugations through 
intersections of gender with class, ethnicity, 
and geography perpetuate “interlocking 
systems of oppression” (P. H. Collins, 1990, 
p. 221) that further marginalize vulnerable 
social groups.

The above examples across these major 
online news sources reveal how purportedly 
“objective” journalistic reporting is 
permeated by insidious “gender ideological 
repertoires” (Galasiński, 2004, p. 95) 
that discursively preserve and naturalize 
patriarchal power structures around 
sexual violence. Through unexamined 
presuppositions, representations diminishing 
female personhood, privileging of masculine 
voices, and compounded intersectional 
marginalization, the media language 
covertly sustains systemic “gender symbolic 
violence” (Bourdieu, 2001, p. 2) despite 
operating in a democratized national context.

METHOD

This study employed a mixed-methods 
approach, integrating quantitative content 

analysis with qualitative critical discourse 
analysis (CDA). This methodological synergy 
addressed the complex nature of sexual 
violence reporting in media, capturing macro-
level patterns and micro-level discursive 
nuances. The combination of quantitative 
and qualitative methods allowed for both 
breadth and depth in analyzing sexual 
violence reporting. Content analysis provides 
a broad overview of reporting patterns, 
while CDA enables a deeper exploration of 
underlying ideologies and power structures. 
This triangulation enhanced the study’s 
validity by providing multiple perspectives 
on the same phenomenon.

The triangulated approach aligned with 
feminist commitments to capturing multi-
dimensionality and intersectional power 
relations while privileging marginalized 
voices and experiential realities. The data 
comprised all online news reports covering 
incidents of sexual violence against women 
published between October–December 2020 
across five major Indonesian online news 
platforms: Detik.com, Tribunnews.com, 
Kompas.com, Liputan6.com and Sindonews.
com. These were purposively sampled as the 
most popular and nationally representative 
digital outlets spanning diverse ownership 
models (state media, commercial press, 
citizen journalism). Using the search terms 
“kekerasan seksual” (“sexual violence”), 
“pemerkosaan” (“rape”), and “pelecehan 
seksual” (“sexual harassment”), a total of 133 
articles were retrieved through the platforms’ 
internal search functions. After data cleaning 
for duplicates and irrelevant items, the final 
corpus consisted of 119 reports.
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This study was also guided by feminist 
theoretical frameworks viewing sexual 
violence not as isolated incidents but as 
systemic manifestations of patriarchal gender 
regimes subjugating feminine sexualities and 
corporeality (Hunnicutt, 2009). It engages 
feminist poststructuralist concepts around 
the discursive construction of gendered 
power relations and subject positions through 
institutional discourses like news media 
(Weedon, 1997). Feminist critical discourse 
analysis (FCDA) principles are attuned 
to unveiling covert operations of gender 
ideology in text and/or conversations for 
an analytical approach (Lazar, 2005). The 
rationale for Critical Discourse Analysis 
(CDA), with its focus on the relationship 
between language, power, and ideology, 
aligns closely with the study’s feminist 
theoretical framework. It allows for a nuanced 
exploration of how gender ideologies are 
embedded in news reporting, which purely 
quantitative methods might miss. 

The CDA examined discursive strategies 
in constituting subject positions around 
victims, perpetrators, and gender roles, 
analyzing linguistic features that aligned with 
or contested dominant ideological framings 
(Benwell & Stokoe, 2006; Van Dijk, 2001). 
The quantitative content data was analyzed 
descriptively, while the qualitative CDA 
scrutinized language invoking particular 
subject positions that legitimized or 
resisted sexual violence through a feminist 
poststructuralist lens (Mardorossian, 2002; 
Sivakumaran, 2005). The critical discourse 
analysis was guided by feminist critical 
discourse analysis (FCDA) principles, 

which advocate analyzing how power 
and ideology operate through discourse to 
sustain gendered social arrangements (Lazar, 
2005). Specific FCDA analytical techniques 
like examining presuppositions, agency/
patient constructions, and representations 
of gendered activities were employed 
(Lazar, 2007). By integrating content and 
discourse analyses, the study aimed to 
uncover patterns in representations as well 
as underlying ideological underpinnings 
shaping how Indonesian online media frame 
sexual violence. 

A mixed-methods  mul t i -modal 
discourse analysis combining quantitative 
content analysis and qualitative critical 
techniques was employed. The study 
employed two main procedures: content 
analysis and critical discourse analysis. 
For the content analysis, a quantitative 
approach was followed, using a codebook 
that captured variables such as the type 
of violence, representation of voices 
(victims, perpetrators, authorities), stated 
motives for reporting, and references to 
gender ideologies and rape myths. Content 
analysis is appropriate for systematically 
categorizing and quantifying large amounts 
of textual data (Krippendorff, 2004). It 
allows for identifying patterns in reporting 
frequency, focus, and framing across 
multiple news outlets. The quantitative 
nature of this method enables comparisons 
between different media sources and types 
of sexual violence reported, facilitating the 
examination of manifest content (Neuendorf 
& Kumar, 2016). Each report was coded 
accordingly based on these variables, 
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following an iterative process (Riffe et 
al., 2019). By integrating content and 
discourse analyses, the study aimed to 
uncover patterns in representations as well 
as underlying ideological underpinnings 
shaping how Indonesian online media frame 
sexual violence.

The critical discourse analysis (CDA) 
protocol was adapted from Lazar ’s 
(2007) framework, focusing on linguistic 
realizations, discursive strategies, and 
ideological effects. The analysis examined 
presuppositions and gendered beliefs, the 
construction of gendered subjects through 
nomination and representation strategies, 
and the inscription and resistance of gendered 
power relations. Intersemiotic references 
were also analyzed, particularly those that 
intersected gender marginalizations with 
other identity categories like class and 
ethnicity. The analysis involved a cyclical 
process of micro-level text analysis and 
wider socio-historical explanatory critiques 
(Van Dijk, 2001).

The study employed various strategies 
recommended for qualitative feminist 
inquiry to ensure trustworthiness, including 
analytical memos, researcher positionality 
notes, and peer debriefing with an expert in 
critical discourse analysis and positionality 
statements were maintained throughout 
the research process (Braun & Clarke, 
2019); peer debriefing by conducting 
regular discussions with colleagues not 
involved in the study helped challenge 
assumptions and refine interpretations 
(Enworo, 2023); negative case analysis 
by looking into instances that appeared to 

contradict emerging patterns were actively 
sought and analyzed (Lassig, 2022). Thick 
descriptions through detailed contextual 
information and illustrative quotes supported 
interpretations (Susen, 2024). The study 
employed strategies recommended for 
qualitative feminist inquiry, including 
analytical memos, researcher positionality 
notes, and peer debriefing with an expert in 
critical discourse analysis. Findings were 
triangulated across different data types and 
analyst perspectives. This mixed-methods 
design, grounded in feminist epistemologies 
and supported by rigorous procedures for 
reliability and trustworthiness, offers an 
empirically robust and theoretically rich 
examination of power and ideology in 
the discourse surrounding sexual violence 
against women in Indonesian online news.

RESULT AND DISCUSSION

The study on the imbalance of reporting on 
sexual violence by online media found three 
essential points. First, the issue of sexual 
violence has received unequal attention from 
five online media during the first quarter of 
2022. This inequality is shown by the results 
of studies that reveal significant differences 
in the amount of news between media. 
Second, the media carries out the imbalance 
of reporting, favoring one party who is the 
object of news, namely victims, perpetrators 
of violence, and officials or government. 
Third, the motive for reporting on sexual 
violence tends to exploit and warn rather 
than defense and education. These findings 
directly address the study’s key objectives of 
(1) unveiling the subtle discursive strategies 
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and ideological framings perpetuating 
systemic gender-based oppression and (2) 
examining how intersecting identity vectors 
intersect with gender to further marginalize 
victims’ voices and realities.

Intensity of Sexual Violence Reporting

Frequency and Distribution of Reports

Our analysis revealed a high volume of 
sexual violence reports across the five 
major Indonesian online news platforms, 
with 119 articles published over three 
months. This frequency indicates that 
sexual violence remains a pressing issue 
in Indonesian society, echoing findings 
from previous studies on the prevalence 
of gender-based violence in the country 
(Komnas Perempuan, 2021). Our initial 
analysis revealed significant variations in 
sexual violence reporting intensity across 
five Indonesian online media platforms. 
This distribution pattern reflects differing 
editorial priorities in covering these sensitive 
issues. Table 1 is the detailed distribution of 
coverage across these media outlets.

As shown in Table 1, there is a significant 
disparity in the coverage across different 
media outlets. Tribunnews.com allocated 

the most space to these issues (33%), 
while Detik.com and Tempo.co provided 
comparatively less coverage (16% and 14%, 
respectively).

This study found that during three 
months of the recovery process after the 
COVID-19 pandemic (new normal), the 
reporting of sexual violence events in five 
online media reached a relatively high 
number, an average of 40 news a month. This 
phenomenon was revealed from the findings 
of a study where digital search results using 
the keyword “sexual violence” obtained data 
from 119 news reports distributed into nine 
forms of sexual violence based on the Law 
on Sexual Violence Criminal Acts (TPKS) 
in 2022. The content analysis revealed 
patterns aligning with feminist critiques 
of media representations. Across the 119 
reports, victims were directly quoted in only 
27% of cases, while authorities like police/
government officials received substantially 
more voice representation (63%). Rape 
(43%) and sexual harassment (32%) were the 
most commonly reported types, while other 
forms like forced marriage (5%), sexual 
exploitation (7%), and forced contraception 
(3%) received relatively limited coverage 
(Table 2). 

Table 1
Distribution of sexual violence news in online media

No Media Total %
1 Tribunnews.com 39 33
2 Kompas.com 23 19
3 Cnnindonesia.com 22 18
4 Tempo.co 19 16
5 Detik.com 16 14

Total 119 100

Data shows that tribunnews.com 
allocates the most newsroom to sexual 
violence issues (33%). In contrast, detik.
com and tempo.co respectively provide little 
space to uncover events of sexual violence 
in society (16% and 14%). The attention 
of these two media in quantity is far below 
the reporting done by tribunnews.com. The 
other two online media, Kompas.com and 
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Cnnindonesia.com, put their reporters in 
a moderate position towards the issue of 
sexual violence with a percentage below 
20%. Incidents of sexual violence tend to be 
seen as a regular phenomenon that occurs in 
social life. This shows that both media place 
events of gender injustice have not been 
influential in the news (Das, 2021). These 
facts revealed that online media as a channel 
for delivering information to the public had 
not had a balanced concern regarding sexual 
violence events in the community. While 
these quantitative indicators shed light on 
overtly problematic representational trends, 
the qualitative critical discourse analysis 
enabled a richer interrogation of the covert 
discursive maneuvers perpetuating systemic 
gender oppression.

This uneven distribution of coverage 
suggests varying editorial priorities 
regarding sexual violence reporting. The 
dominance of certain outlets in covering 
these issues may lead to inconsistent 
public awareness, depending on readers’ 
media preferences. This finding aligns with 
research by Easteal et al. (2019), which 
found that media attention to social issues 
can significantly impact public perception 
and policy priorities. The high frequency of 
reporting by Tribunnews.com, in particular, 
warrants further investigation into the 
factors driving this editorial focus and its 
potential impact on public discourse.

Our critical discourse analysis also 
revealed that the reporting frequency often 
correlated with sensationalist language 
and headlines. For instance, Tribunnews.
com, which had the highest coverage 

(33%), frequently used emotionally charged 
language in their headlines, such as: “Brutal 
Rape Shocks Quiet Neighborhood” and 
“Serial Predator Strikes Again: Community 
in Fear.” This sensationalist approach, while 
potentially increasing readership, may 
inadvertently trivialize the serious nature of 
sexual violence and contribute to a culture 
of fear rather than understanding.

Types of Sexual Violence Covered

Our content analysis, as presented in Table 
2, demonstrates a narrow framing of sexual 
violence in media reporting. Rape (43%) 
and sexual harassment (32%) dominate the 
coverage, while other forms such as forced 
marriage (5%) and sexual exploitation 
(7%) receive minimal attention. This 
disproportionate focus potentially skews 
public perception, overlooking the diverse 
manifestations of sexual violence. Our 
content analysis further unveiled a narrow 
frame in the coverage of various forms of 
sexual violence. These findings indicate the 
media’s disproportionate focus on certain 
forms of violence while neglecting others. 
Table 2 below shows the distribution of 
coverage based on types of sexual violence.

The data reveals the predominance of 
rape (43%) and sexual harassment (32%) 
reporting, while other forms, such as forced 
marriage (5%) and sexual exploitation (7%), 
received minimal attention. It aligns with 
what Loney-Howes (2018) terms the “rape 
script” (p. 36) in media narratives. More 
concerning, certain forms of violence, such 
as forced contraception and forced marriage, 
received no coverage whatsoever. This 
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imbalanced coverage pattern potentially 
influences public perception of the true 
spectrum of sexual violence.

Our CDA findings further illuminate this 
issue. When reporting on rape and sexual 
harassment, the media often employed 
vivid, detailed language: “The victim 
was violently assaulted in a dark alley....” 
and “The perpetrator groped the woman 
repeatedly in the crowded train....” In 
contrast, reports on less frequent forms of 
sexual violence, such as forced marriage, 
used more detached, bureaucratic language:

“Authorities report an increase in 
underage unions in rural areas.” This 
discrepancy in linguistic choices may 
contribute to the public’s perception of 
what constitutes “real” sexual violence, 
potentially delegitimizing less-reported 
forms of abuse.

Moreover, the limited coverage of issues 
like forced marriage and sexual exploitation 
may reflect broader societal blind spots, as 
noted by Rahiem (2021) in her study of child 

marriages in Indonesia. The implications of 
this selective coverage are significant. By 
predominantly reporting on rape and sexual 
harassment, the media may inadvertently 
narrow the public’s conception of sexual 
violence, potentially leaving other forms 
underrecognized and under-addressed. 
This could influence public opinion and 
policymaking, leading to gaps in support 
services and legal protections for victims of 
less-reported forms of sexual violence. The 
lack of coverage on forms of violence like 
forced contraception and forced marriage, 
as evident in our data, is particularly 
concerning given Indonesia’s context. 
Rahiem (2021) highlights the prevalence 
of child marriage in certain regions of 
Indonesia, yet our findings suggest this issue 
receives little media attention.

Furthermore, our CDA revealed 
a tendency to use passive voice when 
describing less-reported forms of sexual 
violence, particularly in cases of forced 
marriage and sexual exploitation: “Young 

Table 2
Forms of sexual violence in online media

No Forms of Violence
Media

Tribun Kompas CNN Tempo Detik Total
1. Rape 13 4 8 4 9 38
2. Sexual harassment 4 2 5 4 7 22
3. Sexual torture 1 0 1 0 0 2
4. Sexual exploitation 1 0 0 0 0 1
5. Coercion of contraception 0 0 0 0 0 0
6. Forced marriage 0 0 0 0 0 0
7. Forced prostitution 0 0 1 0 0 1
8. Sexual slavery 0 1 0 0 0 1
9. Forced abortion 0 0 1 0 0 1

Total 19 7 16 8 16 66
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girls were married off to older men….” 
and “Women were found to be exploited 
in the underground economy....” This 
linguistic choice removes the agency 
from the perpetrators and can obscure the 
violent nature of these acts. In contrast, 
reports on rape and sexual harassment 
more often used active voice, clearly 
identifying perpetrators: “The man attacked 
his victim in broad daylight....” These subtle 
linguistic differences can shape public 
perception of different forms of sexual 
violence, potentially influencing which 
issues receive more attention and resources 
in policymaking and support services.

In conclusion, while the high frequency 
of sexual violence reporting indicates media 
recognition of its societal importance, the 
uneven distribution across outlets and the 
narrow focus on certain types of violence 
reveal significant gaps in coverage. By 
incorporating these CDA findings, we 
provide a more nuanced understanding 
of how language choices in reporting can 
influence public perception and reinforce 
certain narratives about sexual violence. This 
deeper analysis strengthens the argument for 

more comprehensive and thoughtful reporting 
practices. These patterns in reporting have 
important implications for public awareness, 
policy formation, and, ultimately, the fight 
against sexual violence in Indonesia.

Discursive Strategies in Media 
Narratives

Voice and Agency in Reporting

Our analysis of voice representation reveals 
significant power dynamics in sexual 
violence reporting across Indonesian online 
media. Table 3 demonstrates the distribution 
of news objects across the five media outlets. 

The data in Table 3 demonstrates 
a clear institutional dominance, with 
authorities (41%) commanding the narrative 
space while victims’ voices (32%) and 
perpetrators’ perspectives (27%) remain 
relatively marginalized. This pattern is 
particularly evident in Tribunnews.com, 
where 18 out of 39 reports prioritized official 
voices compared to 13 victim accounts. 
This finding supports feminist critiques of 
mainstream media’s tendency to prioritize 
institutional narratives over survivors’ 
experiences (Easteal et al., 2019). 

Table 3
The object of sexual violence news

No Media
Object 

Victim Perpetrators Apparatus
1 Tribunnews.com 13 8 18
2 Kompas.com 8 3 12
3 Cnnindonesia.com 10 8 4
4 Tempo.co 2 6 11
5 Detik.com 5 7 4

Total 38 32 49
Percentage 32 27 41
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This representational imbalance 
potentially produces biased narratives that 
fail to fully capture the complexity of sexual 
violence issues. The overrepresentation of 
authority figures in reporting can lead to 
what Gray et al. (2020) terms “institutional 
framing” (p. 201) of sexual violence, where 
the issue is predominantly viewed through 
the lens of law enforcement and governance 
rather than the lived experiences of survivors. 
The implications are significant for public 
understanding, as when institutional voices 
predominate, victims’ lived experiences 
become secondary to official interpretations.

Meanwhile, the underrepresentation 
of victims’ voices not only reinforces 
exis t ing power s tructures  but  also 
potentially contributes to victim silencing 
and secondary victimization. As noted 
by Loney-Howes (2020), the absence of 
survivor voices in media narratives can 
perpetuate harmful myths about sexual 
violence and hinder public understanding 
of its complex realities. This imbalance 
may also discourage other victims from 
coming forward, fearing their stories will 
be overshadowed or misrepresented by 
institutional perspectives.

Gendered Language and Representation

Our critical discourse analysis uncovered 
gendered nomination strategies that 
consistently activate gendered identity 
categories before individual personhood. 
The analysis revealed how media discourse 
constructs victim identities through specific 
nomination patterns and linguistic choices. 
Common phrasings included “a 17-year-old 

girl was raped” and “a married mother of 
three was assaulted,” demonstrating how 
victims are primarily identified through 
gendered roles rather than as individuals 
(Elmore et al., 2021, pp. 530, 534).

The Critical Discourse Analysis 
(CDA) revealed insidious operations of 
phallocentric ideology through subtle 
linguistic strategies. The first strategy is 
presuppositions and naturalized beliefs. 
Reports frequently featured uninterrogated 
gendered presuppositions presenting 
sexual violence as deviations from an 
implied masculine norm, with descriptors 
like: “...the 25-year-old female victim 
was brutally assaulted....” and “...another 
case of violence against women has 
emerged....” This discursive framing 
positions masculine subjectivities as the 
invisible, naturalized anchor point against 
which violence towards the feminine is 
treated as aberrant departures requiring 
explicit demarcation.

The second strategy relates to gendered 
nominations/representations. Victim 
representation strategies consistently 
activated gendered identity categories 
before individual personhood. Common 
phrasings included: “...a 17-year-old girl 
was raped....” and “...a married mother 
of three was assaulted....” This linguistic 
pattern aligns with feminist poststructuralist 
concepts of how media discourse constructs 
and reinforces gendered power relations 
(Lazar & Kramarae, 2022). By prioritizing 
women’s roles (e.g., “girl,” “mother”) over 
their identities, these discursive strategies 
subtly perpetuate patriarchal ideologies. 
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Such gender representations can have 
significant implications. Firstly, they can 
contribute to the objectification of women, 
reducing them to their social roles rather 
than recognizing their full personhood. 
This supports Nussbaum’s (1995) theory 
of objectification, where individuals are 
treated as mere instruments or denied 
autonomy. Secondly, these representations 
can reinforce stereotypical gender roles 
and expectations. The frequent use of terms 
like “girl” or “mother” in the context of 
sexual violence reporting may inadvertently 
perpetuate notions of female vulnerability 
or traditional familial roles, potentially 
obscuring the broader societal and structural 
factors contributing to sexual violence. 

This gender nomination can intersect 
with other forms of marginalization. Our 
analysis revealed instances where class, 
ethnicity, or geographic location were 
mentioned alongside gendered terms, 
compounding the othering effect. For 
example: “The impoverished migrant 
worker from East Java was sexually 
exp lo i t ed . . . . ”  Th i s  i n t e r s ec t i ona l 
marginalization strengthens Crenshaw’s 
theory of intersectionality, demonstrating 
how multiple axes of oppression can interact 
in media representations of sexual violence 
(Paik, 2017).

The discursive strategies employed 
in media narratives of sexual violence in 
Indonesian online media reveal persistent 
gender biases and power imbalances. 
The privileging of institutional voices 
over those of survivors, coupled with 
gendered nomination strategies, serves to 

reinforce existing patriarchal structures 
and potentially hinder comprehensive 
public understanding of sexual violence. 
These findings underscore the need for 
more victim-centered, gender-sensitive 
approaches in media reporting of sexual 
violence.

Intersectional Power Dynamics 

The analysis revealed complex intersections 
of  power  dynamics  where  gender 
marginalization intertwined with class 
and geographical locations in Indonesian 
online media reporting. The discourse 
analysis identified patterns where victims’ 
socioeconomic status and geographic 
origins were prominently highlighted, 
part icularly in cases from rural  or 
economically disadvantaged regions. For 
instance, headlines like “The impoverished 
migrant worker from East Java was sexually 
exploited” and “The underage girl from a 
rural village in West Nusa Tenggara was 
raped” demonstrated how media discourse 
compounds gender-based marginalization 
with class and geographic markers (Harmer 
& Lewis, 2022, pp. 3–5, 8–11)

Cultural status representations emerged 
through linguistic choices that positioned 
victims within specific sociocultural 
contexts, such as “lower-caste Balinese 
minority victim” and “victim was a 
nightclub hostess.” These representations 
align with what Guarnieri and Tur-Prats 
(2023) identify as cultural distance patterns 
in violence reporting, where multiple 
identity vectors create unique experiences 
of marginalization. The findings from five 
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major Indonesian news platforms showed 
that such intersectional marginalization 
not only reflected but actively reinforced 
existing social hierarchies, particularly 
affecting women from minority communities 
and lower socioeconomic backgrounds 
in post-democratization Indonesia. The 
analysis demonstrates how Indonesian 
media’s coverage of sexual violence cases 
often perpetuates multiple patterns of 
marginalization where gender, class, and 
cultural identities create compounded 
vulnerabilities in representation.

Ideological Underpinnings in Media 
Discourse

Naturalization of Masculine Norms

Our critical discourse analysis revealed 
the pervasive naturalization of masculine 
norms in sexual violence reporting. Phrases 
like “another case of violence against 
women has emerged” implicitly frame 
male perspectives as the neutral, universal 
standpoint. This finding corroborates 
Lazar ’s  concept  of  the “unmarked 
normativity” of masculinity in media 
discourse, demonstrating how seemingly 
objective reporting can covertly sustain 
systemic gender oppression (Lazar, 2007, 
p. 148). This naturalization of masculine 
norms manifests in several ways. Firstly, 
the language used often positions sexual 
violence as a deviation from a presumed 
male norm rather than as a systemic issue 
rooted in gender inequality. For instance, 
statements like “the perpetrator’s actions 
shocked the community” implicitly suggest 
that such violence is anomalous rather than 

a manifestation of broader societal issues.
Secondly,  the  media’s  f raming 

often reinforces traditional notions of 
masculinity and femininity. Our analysis 
found that reports frequently described 
male perpetrators in terms of their strength 
or aggression, while female victims were 
characterized by their vulnerability or 
innocence. This emphasizes Connell’s 
(2015) concept of hegemonic masculinity, 
where certain masculine traits are privileged 
and normalized. The implications of this 
naturalization are significant. By presenting 
masculine perspectives as the default, media 
discourse may inadvertently perpetuate the 
very power structures that enable sexual 
violence. As Hlavka (2014) argues, such 
normalization can lead to the internalization 
of harmful gender norms, potentially 
influencing public perception and individual 
behavior.

Intersectional Marginalization

Our analysis also revealed instances of 
intersectional marginalization, where 
gender-based subjugation intersected 
with other identity factors such as class, 
ethnicity, and geography. Descriptions like 
“impoverished rural woman” compound 
vulnerabilities, aligning with P. H. Collins’ 
(2002, p. 221) theorization of interlocking 
systems of oppression. This intersectional 
approach to reporting was evident in 
phrases such as: “The underage girl from 
a rural village in West Nusa Tenggara 
was raped....” (Wyndham-West, 2021, p. 
5). Such representations not only gender 
the victim but also situate her within 
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specific socioeconomic and geographic 
contexts. While this additional information 
can provide important context, it can 
inadvertently reinforce stereotypes and 
compound marginalization.

The implications of this intersectional 
marginalization in media discourse are 
multifaceted. Firstly, it can lead to what 
Crenshaw (1991) terms “representational 
intersectionality” (p. 1283), where the 
media’s portrayal of marginalized groups can 
itself become a source of disempowerment. 
For instance, consistently associating 
sexual violence with poverty or rural areas 
may stigmatize certain communities while 
obscuring the prevalence of such violence in 
other contexts. Secondly, this intersectional 
framing can influence public policy and 
resource allocation. If media consistently 
portrays sexual violence as primarily 
affecting certain demographic groups, it may 
lead to targeted interventions that, while 
well-intentioned, fail to address the broader 
societal issues at play.

Moreover, the intersectional nature 
of these representations highlights the 
complex ways various forms of oppression 
interact in Indonesian society. As Yuval-
Davis (2006) argues, these intersections 
are not simply additive but create unique 
experiences of marginalization that require 
nuanced understanding and response. 
The naturalization of masculine norms 
and the intersectional marginalization 
evident in media reporting not only 
reflect societal biases but also have the 
potential to perpetuate them. These findings 
underscore the need for more critical, 

reflexive approaches to media reporting on 
sexual violence, ones that challenge rather 
than reinforce existing power dynamics 
and recognize the complex, intersectional 
nature of oppression. Therefore, ideological 
underpinnings revealed in our analysis 
of media discourse on sexual violence 
in Indonesia demonstrate the subtle yet 
powerful ways in which language can 
reinforce existing power structures. 

Implications for Media Practice and 
Social Change

Journalistic Ethics and Responsibility

Our findings highlight significant ethical 
challenges in the reporting of sexual 
violence cases in Indonesian online media. 
The imbalance in voice representation 
(Table 3), with authorities dominating 
narratives (63%) over victims (27%), raises 
important questions about journalistic 
responsibility. This trend aligns with 
Fairbairn’s (2020) observations on the 
ethical implications of media representation 
in sexual violence cases. As revealed in 
our analysis, the prevalence of gendered 
nomination strategies and the naturalization 
of masculine norms in reporting underscore 
the need for increased gender sensitivity in 
journalism. These practices, while often 
subtle, can perpetuate harmful stereotypes 
and contribute to victim-blaming narratives. 
As Carll (2003) argues, such framing can 
have profound effects on public perception 
and policy responses to sexual violence.

There is an urgent need to address these 
issues for reform in journalistic practices 
and education. Media organizations should 
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prioritize training programs that enhance 
journalists’ understanding of gender issues 
and the complexities of sexual violence. This 
aligns with recommendations by Easteal 
et al. (2019), who advocate for trauma-
informed reporting practices. Our critical 
discourse analysis further illuminates these 
ethical challenges. For instance, we found 
recurring patterns of language that subtly 
reinforce victim-blaming narratives, such 
as: “The young woman was walking alone 
late at night when the incident occurred” 
and “The victim had been drinking at a party 
before the assault” (Matthews, 2024, p. 37). 
While seemingly factual, such phrasings 
can implicitly shift responsibility onto the 
victim. This aligns with Carll’s (2003) 
argument about the profound effects of 
media framing on public perception. 

The final dimension analyzed was the 
motives behind sexual violence reporting. 
Our findings revealed concerning trends in 
coverage objectives. The following Table 4 
reveals the distribution of reporting motives 
across the five media outlets.

The data in Table 4 indicates that warning 
motives dominate (36.1%), followed by 

exploitation (21%), while educational 
motives account for only 13.5% of reports. 
This emphasis on warning and exploitation 
over education represents missed public 
awareness and empowerment opportunities. 
The high percentage of exploitative reporting 
(21%) raises particular ethical concerns, 
potentially re-traumatizing victims and 
trivializing the issue of sexual violence. The 
development and implementation of ethical 
guidelines specifically tailored to report on 
sexual violence could significantly improve 
the quality and sensitivity of coverage. 
Such guidelines should emphasize the 
importance of victim-centered approaches, 
balanced representation, and the avoidance 
of sensationalism.

Media’s Role in Shaping Public 
Discourse

Such overwrought gender-indexing portrays 
women as unindividuated subjects defined 
through patriarchal lenses, prioritizing 
conventional feminine roles like virginal 
“girls” or married “mothers.” This implicit 
denial of autonomous personhood aligns 
with feminist critiques of how phallocentric 

Table 4
Motives for reporting sexual violence

No Media
Motive

Defense Exploitation Judgment Commemoration Education
1 Tribunnews.com 4 4 6 20 5
2 Kompas.com 1 3 3 10 6
3 Cnnindonesia.com 3 9 6 4 0
4 Tempo.co 3 2 3 6 5
5 Detik.com 1 7 5 3 0

Total 12 25 23 43 16
Percentage 10.1 21 19.3 36.1 13.5
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discourses function. Firstly, Perspective 
and Agency Inscriptions. The CDA further 
revealed systematic patterns invalidating 
feminine subjectivities while reinforcing 
hegemonic masculine institutional authority: 
“According to the police statement, the 
14-year-old victim had been drinking with 
friends before being assaulted.” Another 
example: “Investigators confirmed the 
woman had engaged in prostitution regularly, 
but still did not deserve to be raped.”

The victim perspective is relayed 
indirectly through institutional filters, 
reducing women to passive objects lacking 
narrative agency over their own experiences. 
Conversely, institutional agents are framed 
as active authorizers defining reality and 
adjudicating boundaries of legitimacy 
around violence (“still did not deserve”). 
These micro-linguistic strategies coalesced 
into overarching representational repertoires 
casting gender-based violence within 
narrow institutional/legalistic frameworks 
defined by masculine-coded authorities, 
hypersexualizing and depersonalizing 
feminine victims.

Secondly, Intersectional Subjugations. 
The analysis critically examined how 
intersections of gender with other identity 
vectors like class, ethnicity, and geography 
compounded subjugations and invisibilized 
further marginalized voices. Descriptors 
like: “impoverished rural woman,” “lower-
caste Balinese minority victim,” and 
“the victim was a nightclub hostess.” 
These representations position victims at 
the crossroads of multiple interlocking 
oppressions through patriarchal ideological 

framings around class, caste, profession 
and geographic signifiers intersecting with 
gender-based marginalization. This aligns 
with Black feminist theorizations of how 
intersecting power structures produce 
interlocking systems of domination, 
subjugating women occupying multiple 
matrix positionalities (P. H. Collins, 1990). 
These findings contribute crucial empirical 
understandings to feminist theoretical 
knowledge around systemic gender 
violence. They validate the imperative 
for journalists and institutions to urgently 
interrogate subtle linguistic biases and 
integrate feminist epistemological lenses 
attentive to intersectional power imbalances.

On the other hand, five forms of sexual 
violence, as identified in the regulation, 
receive less attention from online media, 
namely sexual torture, sexual exploitation, 
forced prostitution, sexual slavery, and 
forced abortion. These five issues were only 
published as many as 1–2 news. At the same 
time, the five online media subjects in this 
study did not publish two issues of sexual 
violence: forced contraception and forced 
marriage (Table 2). Based on these data, 
there is an imbalance in reporting on the 
issue of sexual violence by the media. This 
inequality is marked by high coverage of 
rape and abuse cases on the one hand and 
neglect of cases of forced contraception 
and forced marriage. This phenomenon is 
inversely proportional to the social fact that 
Indonesia is a country that is prone to child 
marriage cases (Rahiem, 2021). 

Our findings underscore the critical 
role of media in addressing sexual violence 
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in Indonesian society. By adopting more 
ethical, sensitive, and comprehensive 
reporting practices, including a shift towards 
educational motives, as highlighted in 
Table 4, media can contribute significantly 
to challenging harmful norms, raising 
awareness, and promoting effective 
responses to sexual violence. This requires 
a concerted effort from journalists, editors, 
media organizations, and journalism 
educators to reimagine the way sexual 
violence is portrayed and discussed in 
public discourse, with a particular focus on 
increasing educational content and reducing 
exploitative reporting.

CONCLUSION

The most crucial finding in this study shows 
that the imbalance of reporting carried out 
by Indonesia’s online media regarding 
sexual violence in the new normal period 
occurs in terms of intensity, object, and 
motive of news. The press writes news 
from the perspective of the authorities, 
despite having many interpretations, with 
the passing of the Sexual Violence Crime 
Law (TPKS Law) as an effort to encourage 
and support the government. Meanwhile, 
regarding news motives, the media does 
not fully perform its role as a balanced 
conveyor of information to the public from 
the high warning and exploitation motives. 
In contrast, educational and defense motives 
have not received adequate space. The 
study’s examination of discursive patterns 
and ideological constructions perpetuating 
systemic gender oppression has significant 
implications for journalism practice and 

education. It highlights the urgent need for 
mainstream media to reform institutionalized 
worldviews and frameworks that marginalize 
women’s voices and experiences. Practicing 
journalists must critically analyze linguistic 
choices, voice allocations, and narrative 
positions to avoid perpetuating rape 
myths, victim-blaming scripts, and gender 
stereotypes. Integrating intersectional 
feminist consciousness into reporting 
is crucial for challenging hegemonic 
perspectives and amplifying multiple 
marginalized perspectives. Journalism 
education programs should restructure 
curricula to foster critical consciousness 
about the politics of representation, 
equipping students with a theoretical 
grounding in feminist epistemologies 
and an understanding of intersectional 
subjectivities. Scholars can explore evolving 
discursive terrains of sexual violence 
across media environments and conduct 
investigations into journalism production 
cultures to disrupt oppressive discursive 
regimes. Ultimately, the study reaffirms 
the need to reformulate epistemologies of 
violence and nurture critical consciousness 
to transform rape-conducive cultures.

This study has limitations on Indonesia’s 
online media coverage, reporting period, 
and nine types of sexual violence used as 
parameters for reporting sexual violence. 
In addition, this study also did not conduct 
a diction per diction study in every news. 
The study of diction is needed to get a clear 
picture of the meaning in the news of each 
word chosen by the media. Further research 
is required to obtain more comprehensive 
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results. Given the pressing nature of the 
issues identified in this study, the most 
urgent recommendation is to prioritize the 
integration of gender approaches into media 
reporting processes. Media organizations 
in Indonesia should promptly implement 
training programs aimed at enhancing the 
gender sensitivity of ICT journalists.

Implications for Theory and Practice

This study offers significant theoretical and 
practical contributions to understanding 
gender bias in media reporting. Feminist 
media studies extend existing theoretical 
frameworks by demonstrat ing how 
intersectional power dynamics operate 
within Indonesia’s digital media landscape, 
particularly highlighting how gender-based 
marginalization intersects with class and 
geographical factors in news discourse 
(Harmer & Lewis, 2022).

The findings emphasize the urgent need 
for gender-sensitive reporting protocols in 
journalism practice. Media organizations 
should implement comprehensive training 
programs focusing on balanced voice 
representation and avoiding stereotypical 
gender framing. This includes developing 
guidelines for trauma-informed reporting 
and prioritizing victims’ perspectives over 
institutional voices. 

Regarding policy development, the study 
advocates for regulatory frameworks that 
promote ethical reporting of sexual violence 
cases. These should include mandates for 
balanced coverage across various forms 
of sexual violence and requirements for 
gender-sensitive language in news reporting. 

Such policies could significantly influence 
how media organizations approach sexual 
violence coverage, potentially leading to 
more equitable and victim-centered reporting 
practices (Guarnieri & Tur-Prats, 2023).

Limitations and Recommendations for 
Future Research

T h i s  s t u d y  e n c o u n t e r e d  s e v e r a l 
methodological limitations that future 
research should address. The analysis was 
constrained to text-based content analysis, 
excluding multi-modal elements such as 
images and reader interactions. Additionally, 
the three-month sampling period during 
post-pandemic recovery may not fully 
represent long-term reporting patterns in 
Indonesia’s evolving media landscape. 
Geographical constraints include focusing 
solely on national-level online media, 
potentially overlooking regional reporting 
dynamics and local media perspectives. 
The study’s limitation to Indonesian-
language content may have missed nuances 
in English-language reporting targeting 
international audiences, particularly in 
covering sensitive cultural topics and gender 
issues within the Indonesian context.

Future  s tudies  should consider 
l o n g i t u d i n a l  a n a l y s e s  e x a m i n i n g 
reporting patterns over extended periods, 
incorporate multimedia content analysis, 
and explore cross-cultural comparisons. 
Researchers might also investigate the 
impact of newsroom decision-making 
processes and journalist training. For 
practical implementation, we recommend 
developing s tandardized report ing 
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guidelines, establishing gender-sensitive 
editorial policies, and creating monitoring 
mechanisms to track improvements in sexual 
violence coverage. These recommendations 
aim to enhance the quality and sensitivity of 
sexual violence reporting while promoting 
more equitable media practices.

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT

 The authors thank and appreciate all 
members of the ‘Ngaji Publikasi’ discussion 
group who contributed ideas and thoughts 
to this research during the COVID-19 
pandemic.

REFERENCES 
Abd. Rasyid, S. B. (2022). Discourse analysis 

of online news media on sexual violence in 
North Maluku. Marwah: Jurnal Perempuan, 
Agama dan Jender, 21(2), 44-62. https://doi.
org/10.24014/marwah.v21i2.17925

Aco, H. (2020, February 8). Siswi SMA diperkosa 
teman prianya usai dicekoki miras, dua siswi 
lainnya malah merekam [High school student 
raped by her male friend after being fed 
alcohol, two other students even recorded it]. 
Tribunnews.com. https://www.tribunnews.
com/regional/2020/02/18/siswi-sma-diperkosa-
teman-prianya-usai-dicekoki-miras-dua-siswi-
lainnya-malah-merekam

Alexander, S. M. (2003). Stylish hard bodies: 
Branded masculinity in men’s health magazine. 
Sociological Perspectives, 46(4), 535-554. 
https://doi.org/10.1525/sop.2003.46.4.535

Aroustamian, C. (2020). Time’s up: Recognising 
sexual violence as a public policy issue: A 
qualitative content analysis of sexual violence 
cases and the media. Aggression and Violent 
Behavior, 50, Article 101341. https://doi.
org/10.1016/j.avb.2019.101341

Askanius, T., & Hartley, J. M. (2019). Framing gender 
justice: A comparative analysis of the media 
coverage of #metoo in Denmark and Sweden. 
Nordicom Review, 40(2), 19-36. https://doi.
org/10.2478/nor-2019-0022

Azhari, J. R., & Carina, J. (2020, August 24). Remaja 
14 tahun yang dibawa kabur dan diperkosa 
tetangga menolak bertemu orangtuanya [A 
14-year-old teenager who was taken away and 
raped by a neighbor refused to meet her parents]. 
Kompas.com. https://megapolitan.kompas.com/
read/2020/08/24/12314271/remaja-14-tahun-
yang-dibawa-kabur-dan-diperkosa-tetangga-
menolak-bertemu

Baker, A., Williams, K., & Rodrigues, U. M. (2020). 
#metoo 2.0 to #meNOmore: Analysing Western 
reporting about sexual violence in the music 
industry. Journalism Practice, 14(2), 191-207. 
https://doi.org/10.1080/17512786.2019.167
4683

Benwell, B., & Stokoe, E. (2006). Discourse and 
identity. Edinburgh University Press. https://doi.
org/10.1515/9780748626533

Bourdieu, P. (2001). Masculine domination. Stanford 
University Press.

Braun, V., & Clarke, V. (2019). Reflecting on reflexive 
thematic analysis. Qualitative Research in Sport, 
Exercise and Health, 11(4), 589-597. https://doi.
org/10.1080/2159676X.2019.1628806

Byerly, C. M., & Ross, K. (2006). Women and 
media (L. R. Collins, Ed.). Wiley. https://doi.
org/10.1002/9780470774908

Carll, E. K. (2003). News portrayal of violence 
a n d  w o m e n .  A m e r i c a n  B e h a v i o r a l 
Scientist, 46(12), 1601-1610. https://doi.
org/10.1177/0002764203254616

Collins, P. H. (1990). Black feminist thought: 
Knowledge, consciousness and the politics of 
empowerment. Routledge Taylor & Francis 
Group.



Najahan Musyafak, Noor Lailatul Khasanah and Usfiyatul Marfu’ah

270 Pertanika J. Soc. Sci. & Hum. 33 (1): 249 - 274 (2025)

Collins, P. H. (2002). Black feminist thought. Routledge. 
https://doi.org/10.4324/9780203900055

Collins, R. L. (2011). Content analysis of gender roles 
in media: Where are we now and where should 
we go? Sex Roles, 64(3-4), 290-298. https://doi.
org/10.1007/s11199-010-9929-5

Connell, R. (2015). Masculinities: The field 
of  knowledge.  In  S .  Hor lacher  (Ed.) , 
Configuring masculinity in theory and literary 
practice (pp. 39-51). BRILL. https://doi.
org/10.1163/9789004299009_004

Crenshaw, K. (1991). Mapping the margins: 
Intersectionality,  identity polit ics,  and 
violence against women of color. Stanford 
Law Review, 43(6), 1241-1299. https://doi.
org/10.2307/1229039

Cuklanz, L. M., & Moorti, S. (2006). Television’s 
“new” feminism: Prime-time representations 
of women and victimization. Critical Studies in 
Media Communication, 23(4), 302-321. https://
doi.org/10.1080/07393180600933121

Das, J. (2021). Gender equality for sustainable 
development: Аnalysis of local journalists’ 
role in Bangladesh. World of Media, (3), 35-61. 
https://doi.org/10.30547/worldofmedia.3.2021.2

Easteal, P., Holland, K., Breen, M. D., Vaughan, 
C., & Sutherland, G. (2019). Australian media 
messages: Critical discourse analysis of two 
intimate homicides involving domestic violence. 
Violence Against Women, 25(4), 441-462. https://
doi.org/10.1177/1077801218780364

Ehrlich, S. (2001). Representing rape: Language and 
sexual consent. Routledge.

Elmore, K. C., Scull, T. M., Malik, C. V., & 
Kupersmidt, J. B. (2021). Rape myth acceptance 
reflects perceptions of media portrayals as 
similar to others, but not the self. Violence 
Against Women, 27(3-4), 529-551. https://doi.
org/10.1177/1077801220908335

Enworo, O. C. (2023). Application of Guba 
and Lincoln’s parallel criteria to assess 
trustworthiness of qualitative research on 
indigenous social protection systems. Qualitative 
Research Journal, 23(4), 372-384. https://doi.
org/10.1108/QRJ-08-2022-0116

Fairbairn, J. (2020). Before #MeToo: Violence 
against women social media work, bystander 
intervention, and social change. Societies, 10(3), 
51-72. https://doi.org/10.3390/soc10030051

Farisa, F. C., & Meiliana, D. (2020, October 30). 
Hambatan pencegahan kekerasan seksual di 
lembaga pendidikan: Pelaku lebih dilindungi 
[Barriers to preventing sexual violence in 
educational institutions: Perpetrators are more 
protected]. Kompas. https://nasional.kompas.
com/read/2020/10/30/11564311/hambatan-
pencegahan-kekerasan-seksual-di-lembaga-
pendidikan-pelaku-lebih

Furnham, A., & Paltzer, S. (2010). The portrayal of 
men and women in television advertisements: 
An updated review of 30 studies published since 
2000. Scandinavian Journal of Psychology, 
51(3), 216-236. https://doi.org/10.1111/j.1467-
9450.2009.00772.x

Gal, S. (1991). Between speech and silence. In M. 
di Leonardo (Ed.), Gender at the crossroads of 
knowledge (pp. 175-203). University of California 
Press. https://doi.org/10.1525/9780520910355-007

Galasiński, D. (2004). Men and the language of 
emotions. Palgrave Macmillan UK. https://doi.
org/10.1057/9780230510128

Gjika, A., & Marganski, A. J. (2020). Silent voices, 
hidden stories: A review of sexual assault (non)
disclosure literature, emerging issues, and call to 
action. International Journal for Crime, Justice 
and Social Democracy, 9(1), 163-176. https://
doi.org/10.5204/IJCJSD.V9I4.1439

Gray, H., Stern, M., & Dolan, C. (2020). Torture 
and sexual violence in war and conflict: The 



Unveiling Biases in Indonesia’s Online Media

271Pertanika J. Soc. Sci. & Hum. 33 (1): 249 - 274 (2025)

unmaking and remaking of subjects of violence. 
Review of International Studies, 46(2), 197-216. 
https://doi.org/10.1017/S0260210519000391

Guarnieri, E., & Tur-Prats, A. (2023). Cultural 
distance and conflict-related sexual violence. 
The Quarterly Journal of Economics, 138(3), 
1817-1861. https://doi.org/10.1093/qje/qjad015

Harmer, E., & Lewis, S. (2022). Disbelief and 
counter-voices: A thematic analysis of online 
reader comments about sexual harassment 
and  sexua l  v io l ence  aga ins t  women . 
Information, Communication & Society, 25(2), 
199-216. https://doi.org/10.1080/136911
8X.2020.1770832

Hlavka, H. R. (2014). Normalizing sexual violence. 
Gender & Society, 28(3), 337-358. https://doi.
org/10.1177/0891243214526468

Hunnicutt, G. (2009). Varieties of patriarchy 
and violence against  women. Violence 
Against Women, 15(5), 553-573. https://doi.
org/10.1177/1077801208331246

Hutami, M. F., & Sjafirah, N. A. (2019). Framing 
media online tribunnews.com terhadap sosok 
perempuan dalam berita video pornografi Depok 
[Online media framing Tribunnews.com female 
figure in Depok pornographic video news]. 
Kajian Jurnalisme, 2(1), 25-43. https://doi.
org/10.24198/kj.v2i1.21072

Komnas Perempuan. (2021, March 5). Catatan 
Tahunan Komnas Perempuan Tahun 2020 
[Women National Commission’s Annual Report 
2020] [Press release]. https://komnasperempuan.
go.id/siaran-pers-detail/catahu-2020-komnas-
perempuan-lembar-fakta-dan-poin-kunci-5-
maret-2021

Krippendorff, K. (2004). Content analysis: An 
introduction to its methodology. Sage.

Lassig, C. (2022). Attributes of rigorous grounded 
theory research and reporting: Illustrations 
from a grounded theory of adolescent creativity. 

Educational Researcher, 51(2), 98-108. https://
doi.org/10.3102/0013189X211069571

Lazar, M. M. (2005). Feminist critical discourse 
analysis: Gender, power and ideology in 
discourse. Palgrave Macmillan UK. https://doi.
org/10.1057/9780230599901

Lazar, M. M. (2007). Feminist critical discourse 
analysis: Articulating a feminist discourse praxis1. 
Critical Discourse Studies, 4(2), 141-164. https://
doi.org/10.1080/17405900701464816

Lazar, M. M., & Kramarae, C. (2022). Gender and 
power in discourse. In J. P. Gee & M. Handford 
(Eds.), The Routledge handbook of discourse 
analysis (2nd ed., pp. 217-230). Routledge.

Lim, M. (2017). Freedom to hate: Social media, 
algorithmic enclaves, and the rise of tribal 
nationalism in Indonesia. Critical Asian Studies, 
49(3), 411-427. https://doi.org/10.1080/146727
15.2017.1341188

Loney-Howes, R. (2018). Shifting the rape script: 
“Coming Out” online as a rape victim. Frontiers: 
A Journal of Women Studies, 39(2), 26-57. https://
doi.org/10.5250/fronjwomestud.39.2.0026

Loney-Howes, R. (2020). Introduction: Keeping 
rape on the public agenda. In Online anti-rape 
activism: Exploring the politics of the personal 
in the age of digital media (pp. 1-15). Emerald 
Publishing Limited. https://doi.org/10.1108/978-
1-83867-439-720201001

Loney-Howes, R., Mendes, K., Fernández Romero, 
D., Fileborn, B., & Núñez Puente, S. (2021). 
Digital footprints of #MeToo. Feminist Media 
Studies, 22(6), 1345-1362. https://doi.org/10.10
80/14680777.2021.1886142

Mardorossian, C. M. (2002). Toward a new feminist 
theory of Rape. Signs: Journal of Women in 
Culture and Society, 27(3), 743-775. https://doi.
org/10.1086/337938

Marín-Montín, J., & Bianchi, P. (2022). “Go and 
wash up!”: Gender violence in female refereeing 



Najahan Musyafak, Noor Lailatul Khasanah and Usfiyatul Marfu’ah

272 Pertanika J. Soc. Sci. & Hum. 33 (1): 249 - 274 (2025)

and its media coverage in Brazil and Spain. 
Communication and Sport, 12(3), 465-490. 
https://doi.org/10.1177/21674795221129197

Matthews, E. (2024). Do we blame victims? A 
critical analysis of victim blaming discourse 
found in defensive narratives of intimate partner 
femicide cases [Master’s thesis, University of 
Gloucestershire]. University of Gloucestershire 
Research Repository. https://eprints.glos.
ac.uk/14721/

Morrison, M. A., Parker, K. M., Sadika, B., Sameen, 
D. E., & Morrison, T. G. (2021). ‘Newsworthy 
enough?’: Media framing of Canadian LGBTQ 
persons’ sexual violence experiences. Psychology 
and Sexuality, 12(1-2), 96-114. https://doi.org/10
.1080/19419899.2020.1729845

Neuendorf, K. A., & Kumar, A. (2016). Content 
analys is .  In  G.  Mazzoleni  (Ed. ) ,  The 
International Encyclopedia of Political 
Communication (pp. 1-10). Wiley. https://doi.
org/10.1002/9781118541555.wbiepc065

Nickyrawi, F. (2020, December 7). ABG perempuan 
diperkosa 4 temannya di Bima NTB, 1 pelaku 
ditangkap [A girl raped by 4 friends in Bima 
NTB, 1 perpetrator arrested]. Detiknews. 
https://news.detik.com/berita/d-5284713/abg-
perempuan-diperkosa-4-temannya-di-bima-ntb-
1-pelaku-ditangkap

Ninu, A. (2020, October 27). Suami mabuk istri 
dihajar hingga terluka saat sedang tidur di 
kamar, ini terjadi di Kabupaten Sikka [Drunken 
husband wife beaten to injury while sleeping in 
the room, this happened in Sikka Regency] (R. 
Woso, Ed.). Tribunnews.com. https://kupang.
tribunnews.com/2020/10/27/suami-mabuk-istri-
dihajar-hingga-terluka-saat-sedang-tidur-di-
kamar-ini-terjadi-di-kabupaten-sikka

Noviansah, W. (2022, March 30). Bejat! Paman di 
jakbar perkosa keponakan hingga 5 kali dalam 
sebulan [Depraved! Uncle in West Jakarta rapes 
niece up to 5 times a month]. Detiknews. https://

news.detik.com/berita/d-6008749/bejat-paman-
di-jakbar-perkosa-keponakan-hingga-5-kali-
dalam-sebulan

Novianty, F., & Burhanudin, A. M. (2020). Bias 
gender dalam berita “Kasus driver taksi online 
setubuhi mahasiswi asal Malang di dalam 
mobil” (Analisis wacana kritis Sara Mills) 
[Gender bias in the news “The case of an online 
taxi driver having sex with a female student 
from Malang in a car” (Sara Mills’ critical 
discourse analysis)]. ORASI: Jurnal Dakwah 
Dan Komunikasi, 11(1), 71-86. https://doi.
org/10.24235/orasi.v11i1.6240

Nussbaum, M. C. (1995). Objectification. Philosophy 
& Public Affairs, 24(4), 249-291. https://doi.
org/10.1111/j.1088-4963.1995.tb00032.x

Omonua, L. A., Akpor, E. D., & Olley, W. O. (2023). 
Mass media coverage of women and gender 
inequality. African Journal of Social Sciences 
and Humanities Research, 6(4), 150-165. https://
doi.org/10.52589/ajsshr-fdl6snq3

Paik ,  L .  (2017) .  Cr i t ica l  perspect ives  on 
intersectionality and criminology: Introduction. 
Theoretical Criminology, 21(1), 4-10. https://doi.
org/10.1177/1362480616677495

Perempuan diperkosa 10 pria di sebuah bengkel, 
polisi lakukan penyelidikan [Woman raped 
by 10 men in a workshop, police conduct 
i n v e s t i g a t i o n ] .  ( 2 0 2 0 ,  O c t o b e r  2 0 ) . 
Tribunnews.com. https://wartakota.tribunnews.
com/2020/10/20/perempuan-diperkosa-10-pria-
di-sebuah-bengkel-polisi-lakukan-penyelidikan

Powell, A., & Henry, N. (2014). Framing sexual 
violence prevention. In Preventing Sexual 
Violence (pp. 1-21). Palgrave Macmillan UK. 
https://doi.org/10.1057/9781137356192_1

Puji, S. (2020, September 1). Guru BK cabuli 
siswi SMP di sekolah, polisi: Pengakuannya 
Khilaf [Teacher sexually harrased junior high 
school students at school, police: Khilaf’s 



Unveiling Biases in Indonesia’s Online Media

273Pertanika J. Soc. Sci. & Hum. 33 (1): 249 - 274 (2025)

confession]. Kompas. https://regional.kompas.
com/read/2020/09/01/12533631/guru-bk-cabuli-
siswi-smp-di-sekolah-polisi-pengakuannya-
khilaf

Putra, I. G. A. B. A. (2020, October 19). Pelecehan 
seksual berulang di Tangsel baru satu kasus 
terungkap [Repeated sexual harassment in South 
Tangerang has only revealed one case]. Kompas. 
https://www.kompas.id/baca/metro/2020/10/19/
pelecehan-seksual-berulang-di-tangsel-baru-
satu-kasus-terungkap

Rahiem, M. D. H. (2021). COVID-19 and the 
surge of child marriages: A phenomenon in 
Nusa Tenggara Barat, Indonesia. Child Abuse 
& Neglect, 118, Article 105168. https://doi.
org/10.1016/j.chiabu.2021.105168

Rennison, C. M. (2014). Feminist theory in the 
context of sexual violence. In G. Bruinsma & D. 
Weisburd (Eds.), Encyclopedia of Criminology 
and Criminal Justice (pp. 1617-1627). Springer. 
https://doi.org/10.1007/978-1-4614-5690-2_70

Riffe, D., Lacy, S., Watson, B. R., & Fico, F. (2019). 
Analyzing media messages. Routledge. https://
doi.org/10.4324/9780429464287

Risdaneva, R. (2018). A critical discourse analysis 
of women’s portrayal in news reporting of 
sexual violence. Studies in English Language 
and Education, 5(1), 126-136. https://doi.
org/10.24815/siele.v5i1.9433

Ritonga, M. W. (2020, November 25). Perempuan 
pekerja migran Indonesia sangat rawan jadi 
korban kekerasan [Indonesian migrant workers 
are very vulnerable to violence]. Kompas. https://
www.kompas.id/baca/nusantara/2020/11/25/
perempuan-pekerja-migran-indonesia-sangat-
rawan-jadi-korban-kekerasan 

Rohrbach, T., Aaldering, L., & Van der Pas, D. J. 
(2023). Gender differences and similarities 
in news media effects on political candidate 
evaluations: A meta-analysis. Journal of 

Communication, 73(2), 101-112. https://doi.
org/10.1093/joc/jqac042 

Rubio-Hernández,  M.  del  M.  (2010) .  The 
representations of men depicted in men’s health 
magazine. Comunicación: Revista Internacional 
De Comunicación Audiovisual, Publicidad y 
Estudios Culturales, 1(8), 57-70. 

Sahan, M. Y., & Witarti, D. I. (2021). Representasi 
perempuan cantik di media feminis online Jurnal 
Perempuan dan Magdalene [Representation of 
beautiful women in online feminist media 
Jurnal Perempuan dan Magdalene]. Avant 
Garde, 9(2), 210-229. https://doi.org/10.36080/
ag.v9i2.1475

Schwark, S. (2017). Visual representations of sexual 
violence in online news outlets. Frontiers in 
Psychology, 8, 774-803. https://doi.org/10.3389/
fpsyg.2017.00774

Sivakumaran, S. (2005). Male/Male rape and 
the “taint” of homosexuality. Human Rights 
Quarterly, 27(4), 1274-1306. https://doi.
org/10.1353/hrq.2005.0053

Stankiewicz, J. M., & Rosselli, F. (2008). Women as 
sex objects and victims in print advertisements. 
Sex Roles, 58(7-8), 579-589. https://doi.
org/10.1007/s11199-007-9359-1

Susen, S. (2024). The interpretation of cultures: Geertz 
is still in town. Sociologica, 18(1), 25-63. https://
doi.org/10.6092/issn.1971-8853/18664

Van der Pas, D. J., & Aaldering, L. (2020). Gender 
differences in political media coverage: A meta-
analysis. Journal of Communication, 70(1), 114-
143. https://doi.org/10.1093/joc/jqz046

Van Dijk, T. A. (2001). Critical discourse analysis. 
In D. Schiffrin, D. Tannen, & H. E. Hamilton 
(Eds.), The handbook of discourse analysis (pp. 
352-371). Blackwell Publishing Inc.

Weedon, C. (1997).  Feminist  practice and 
poststructuralist theory. Wiley-Blackwell.



Najahan Musyafak, Noor Lailatul Khasanah and Usfiyatul Marfu’ah

274 Pertanika J. Soc. Sci. & Hum. 33 (1): 249 - 274 (2025)

Widiyaningrum, W., & Wahid, U. (2021). Analisis 
wacana Sara Mills tentang kasus kekerasan 
seksual terhadap perempuan: Studi pemberitaan 
media Tribunnews.com dan Tirto.id [Sara Mills’ 
discourse analysis on cases of sexual violence 
against women: A study of tribunnews.com 
and tirto.id media coverage]. Gender Equality: 
International Journal of Child and Gender 
Studies, 7(1), 14-32. https://doi.org/10.22373/
equality.v7i1.8743

Wodak,  R.  (1997).  Gender and discourse . 
S a g e  P u b l i c a t i o n s .  h t t p s : / / d o i .
org/10.4135/9781446250204

Wyndham-West, M. (2021). Gender and dementia 
national strategy policymaking: Working toward 
health equity in Canada through gender-based 
analysis plus. Dementia, 20(5), 1664-1687. 
https://doi.org/10.1177/1471301220964621

Yusuf, I. A. (2023). Gender-sensitive reporting 
principles: A content analysis of violence against 
women and girls in Indonesian mainstream 
newspaper coverage. Journalism Practice, 17(1), 
150-173. https://doi.org/10.1080/17512786.202
2.2037452

Yusuf, S., Idris, K., Samah, A. A., Ibrahim, A., 
Ramli, N. S., Ibrahim, M. S., & Rahman, N. A. 
A. (2020). Keyboard warrior, online predator 
or cyber bully? The growing menace of child 
exposure to internet harm based on research 
evidence. Pertanika Journal of Social Sciences 
and Humanities, 28(2), 1291-1309.

Yuval-Davis, N. (2006). Intersectionality and 
feminist  polit ics.  European Journal of 
Women’s Studies, 13(3), 193-209. https://doi.
org/10.1177/1350506806065752


